


Welcome to our story! 
Before reading it, you might be 
wondering...

Information on COVID-19 and vaccines is 
useful, but I can !nd it everywhere. Why 
read this story?
Modern research into how our brains work clues us in to why 
stories are both pleasurable and powerful! Scientists know 
that using language (talking or reading) activates Wernicke’s 
area of the brain where words are processed. That happens 
no matter what kind of reading or conversation is going on.

But… when listening to or reading a story, many other parts 
of the brain are activated, depending on events and descrip-
tions in the story. The brain responds to story events as if 
they are actually happening to the reader or listener!

Another cool e!ect of stories is that character-driven stories 
with emotional content prompt the brain to make more of a 
chemical called oxytocin. Oxytocin boosts the empathy and 
motivation of listeners.

Is this story just for kids?
You might think a story in a comic style is just for kids, but 
this story is designed for everyone middle school age and up.  
The comic or graphic style story is perfect for sharing health 
information with a wide audience because graphic stories 
can present complex material with engaging graphics and 
readable text.

Who created this story?
This story was created by the team at We Engage 4 Health 
(WE4H). WE4H is supported by the Science Education 
Partnership Award (SEPA) Program of the National Insti-
tute of General Medical Sciences (NIGMS) award number 
R25GM129808. Visit us at www.WE4H.life!
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Coronavirus 
Learning Companion

www.we4h.life/CLC

Stories for learning more about the coronavirus, COVID-19, and vaccines:

Coping with COVID-19
Teenage asthma patient, Jazzy, has a telemedicine visit 
with Dr. Breeze. Jazzy asks about coronavirus, COVID-19, 
and her risks as an asthma patient. Dr. Breeze gives Jazzy 
information in an easy to understand way.

Vaccine Victory
Pops, Vito, and Big Sam enjoy a socially distanced com-
munity picnic while learning about how vaccines create 
immunity to diseases.

Making the Most of Masks
Jazzy’s tired of wearings masks, but her mom encour-
ages her to keep it up and adds some fun with cute new 
masks for her. Jazzy forgets to wash her new masks after 
wearing at school for a week, so she and mom wash 
them together.

Stories for discovering hands-on activities:

Soap Surprises
Jazzy and her mom discover why washing 
with soap and water is the number one way to 
get rid of coronavirus —and any other germs 
— on your hands.

Foamy Soap Fun
Jazzy and her mom continue exploring the 
properties of soap


